
THE PARISH OF GLENOGRA. 

SITUATION. This Parish is si tW},tecl tn the B,-i.r, 1iy cf Small 
County and is bounded on tbe north by 'che Parish of F,:clc1amor; 
on the east by those \Jf 'l'ullybrar:.c• ,_ ,,r,c~. r,Eonastcrane1c::;h; on 
the south by Athlack::i.gl1 nna. on U•e ':',e:st by Monasterc. '·d2gh 

and Croom. 

NAME. The name of this Padr3b is p,·onounced in =i·lsh 
Gleann Ogra, which sig~ifies the Vall~y of Ogra, thG atter 
part being the n:.,.me of an olr:i Ch·iefu,1Y1 who flor;i'is1,,,. i-ere 
in the times of Paganism, bn.L to whom WcJ h8ve no'._; a 178 
discovered any historical refecence. 

The old Chm':Jh of Gle11 )gra is i:•. ru.de building :,!' :cnsid
erable extent, measuring 0~1 tn::; :i.nsLle sixty nine fe-3i in 
length and twenty on:: fc:.;t i j:c ir:.-2.h:?;s L1 bread':h ur1 ·;.',;(, tnside. 
There are tvJO c1oorways on it oppc-s i t:e ec;.eh other, one 0, 1 the 
south side ~t ~he djst8uco of t~,~ty feet from the~ -~ cable 
and the other on tlw north ·,:'.J}l. r:1:, w,::>:::;t g~lble h·,::-, , bi·each 
on it at (,be ground ::md cont,Jinc, ,,, n:;,!~r-1\'i j_j_ \tl< ,Nii ,i ·.v :)laced 
at the height of about tv1el-ve fr;c , ,·0:1: the Jevol or • he groun4 
and tr,easuring on the ou!.sid•, :1bu1:, :; -~lirec~ feet. ::,ix ii,: ,s in 
height and seven inches in width. 

The east gable contains thr00 ~indows nearly rcu~l at the 
head, of which the most south~rn iL by far the smalle ~, and 
now 1Jui lt up with rough !118S Ot, Yvork; tt10 middle one i ') t:--.:e high
e::,t, being nine feet high a(Ld on:: J\,ut fonr and a h~1 1 • inches 
in width on the outs ic! 'i. Th.:.rn e thren t1L1cLo'JJS e.ro ,::; u .. , tructei 
on the outside of cut lime storn';. TrH.ore wece \\"i0 w::.~:: o·;,,2 plaoet 
directly oppo3itc each otf"1 1~r or1 tf'1·2 f-31rle 1;:r1,l1s 8 .. t tli{.:: d 1 t;tance 
of five feet six inc\·,e:; fr:::;,1: tl·1c- e 0' 0

a
1 ,,;c:.tle, lrJ.t t; 0 c:, "r,:.: now 

both disfigured. 

A lateral bouse or Iard.0 1n oxte:H'i,,( f,:·om t1:t: ::001.~.1- i.'"::<11 of 
this Church; of this the r:oL:.t}-: g:,.b:le :r.:n,,:i.ns 8.n,J co,1tr :Lr:.:; a S7t 
large Gothic ".J'vindow novv much :lisfi?,n':,cl. Thin 1<1:ter:J~ 8-part-
ment was twenty rd ne feet six inelrn ::;; in length ar;_d e i 6h teen 
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The of Gtenogra near Brull. 

C ~ L t-1-ne r1,ck ff'"/:·•,f.!r ~Ye ,~a,..__ d,d/: 

//1.t1 __ 

C 0 Lt:7nerick MSS. Vat. I 
' 



WJPl!IOX. 114 

feet in breadth. Its side walls are destroyed down to the very 
foundations. The side walls of the Church are three feet four 
inehes in thickness and about twelve feet in height. 

A short distance to the west of this old Church is the 
Castle of Glenogra, situated on the bank of the Camoge River. 
It is a very extensive fortress, consisting of a large bawn 
fortified with towers.· The east side of this bawn is exactly 
one hundred and fifty feet in length and the south side is one 
hundred and eighty feet. The greatest height of the outer wall 
(which is at the east side) is twenty five feet and the general 
thickness five feet. It is very well built of square blocks of 
lime stone cemented with excellent lime and sand mortar. 

On the north east corner stands an octagonal tower of 
curious construction measuring on the inside nineteen feet six 
inches in diameter. It consists of four stories, of which the 
second is a stone arch of very strange construction; the other 
floors were of wood and each was lighted by three quadran&ular 
windows of considerable size. On the south west side of this 
octagon stands a small square tower, to the top of which a 
spiral stair case leads, and near this tower on the west side 
of the octagon is.a very tall chimney in good preservation. 
The walls of this octagon are six fe~t nine inches in thickness. 

There are several vaults (four in number) of curious con
atruotion in the north wall of this fortress, over which towers 
eriginally stood, but the towers are now entirely destroyed. 
!his bawn was entered on the south side by a pointed gateway 
measuring eight feet six inches in height to the vertex of the 
arch and six f'eet six inches where the arch sprjngs. The coun
try people have disfigured the walls of this bawn by picking 
tke out stone out of its faoe. 

This fortress was built, according to traiition, by the 
Jarl of Desmond about the year 1400, but I do not believe that 
'tke octagonal tower above mentioned is near so old. 

In this Parish is situated the Townland of Rockbarton, 
anciently called Cathair A'Ghiolla Uh6ir, from which Lord 
Gillamore (O'Grady) took his title~ 

This Parish was examined by me and Mr. A. Curry. 

J. O'J>onoTan. 


